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About the Global-Local Links Project 
 

 
The Global-Local Links Project is an Inter-American Forum initiative that explores the interplay between 
local, hemispheric and global issues so as to generate engaging critical thought, questions and 
recommendations from a variety of voices and perspectives.  The project examines a wide variety of 
public interest issues—including migration, health, media, democracy, privatization, and drug 
trafficking, among others.  Projects are developed in partnership with leading institutions, analysts and 
activists.  Global-Local Links initiatives include roundtables, convenings, issue briefs and other 
publications.  Each initiative is designed to provide accessible information resources and tools to assist 
diverse audiences of community leaders, policymakers and opinion leaders in government, media, 
academia, business, social movements and other interested parties working to develop “pro-
community, pro-equity” policies and approaches. 
 
 
The Inter-American Forum and Enlaces América are pleased to be partnering on the Global-Local Links 
Project initiative which focuses on the theme of Economic Integration and Migration.*  The Inter-
American Forum is hosted by the Collins Center for Public Policy. 

 
 

                                                 
* Note to Reader:  
 
The Global-Local Links Economic Integration and Migration Issue Brief is a synthesis of a range of opinions and 
perspectives that were offered during a Roundtable conversation.  This Issue Brief is not intended to attribute 
specific statements to a particular Roundtable contributor. It is our hope that it will serve as a catalyst for further 
discussion, debate and ideas. 
 



Global-Local Links Project 
Issue Brief – Economic Integration & Migration 

Page 3 of 12 

 
Introduction 
 
The Inter-American Forum and Enlaces América are pleased to be 
partnering on the Global-Local Links Project initiative on Economic 
Integration and Migration.    
 
This Issue Brief raises fundamental questions about the impact of 
global trade rules on international migration.  Here are a few 
highlights from the roundtable: 
 

• Historically, economic integration and migration have been 
treated as separate issues.  Yet, the aggressive pace of 
economic integration in the Western Hemisphere and beyond 
is quickly bringing to light the fact that the two issues share 
a complex relationship. 

 
• Economic integration, despite previous claims that it would 

reduce migration, often fuels it instead.   
 

• A new migration agenda has not materialized partly due to 
the lack of public engagement with and understanding of the 
relationship and issues at hand.  A history of harsh anti-
immigration and anti-immigrant rhetoric at the policy level 
has worked to prejudice the opinions of the general public.   

 
• The challenges to the creation and implementation of a new 

vision regarding these issues point to the pressing need to 
begin addressing the misperceptions about migration across 
diverse social sectors. 

 
• Despite the many hurdles faced by migrants, the efforts of 

new and diverse actors within these populations to enact 
positive social change at the local, national, and 
international levels must be strengthened and supported. 

 
We were honored to have had the Global-Local Links Project 
Economic Integration and Migration Roundtable informed by the 
insights of a stellar group of practitioners, analysts and activists 
(noted on the left). The following Issue Brief captures the general 
highlights and key elements of this timely discussion among these 
individuals, including some diversity in their opinions. 
 
There has never been a more urgent and opportune time to 
develop enforceable conventions and policies, at all levels, that 
comprehensively address the issue of migration, both within and 
beyond the context of trade negotiations.  
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Trends and Observations  
 

• The Americas region has historically been the recipient of migration, starting with 
transoceanic migration from Europe and Asia, and shifting toward Latin America 
and the Caribbean during the last three decades. Recent years have seen 
dramatic shifts in the intensity and geographic orientation of migration patterns.   

 
• Pushing these shifts has been the growing economic interconnectedness between 

nations via trade agreements that serve as the primary vehicles for economic 
integration.  Through trade agreements, barriers to trade between nations are 
dismantled.  Current trade negotiations propose to eliminate not only traditional 
tariff-barriers to trade, but also to remove non-tariff barriers.  Non-tariff barriers 
can include a wide variety of local, regional and national regulations and 
legislation intended to serve the public interest.  Economic integration and macro-
level economic growth and stability have multiple implications for migration. 

 
• Despite these linkages, analysts continue to treat migration and economic 

integration as separate phenomena, as evidenced by the lack of institutional and 
policy overlap among agencies charged with addressing these issues. 

 
• The “silo” approach to these issues has been largely adopted by US public policy 

officials who generally do not focus on root causes and catalysts of migration, like 
economic, social or political unrest.  Instead, they tend to target their responses 
toward the most immediate impacts and implications of migration, such as illegal 
border crossings, and increasingly, militarized responses. 

 
• Years of exposure to these narrow debates and approaches have only served to 

limit the public’s interest and willingness to explore more comprehensive 
approaches to migration. 

 
• Some analysts argue that economic integration only increases migration in the 

short-term, and that the long-term gains of integration will eventually lead to 
decreased levels of migration.  Yet, given that the gains of economic integration 
are not being equitably distributed, it is doubtful that, even in the long-term, 
migration levels will decrease. 

 
• Efforts to articulate a broad approach to addressing migration have not been 

helped by the trends in government downsizing.  Policies generated within the 
context of economic integration tend to stress minimizing government and 
increasing the role of market forces in addressing socioeconomic dilemmas.  Yet, 
the market is not a substitute for effective government. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

““TThhee  ttrraaddiittiioonnaall  aanndd  hhiissttoorriiccaall  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  ooff  tthhee  nnaattiioonn--ssttaattee  iiss  ffoorr  tthhee  
ppeeooppllee  iinn  tthheeiirr  nnaattiioonn……tthhaatt  iinncclluuddeess  pprroovviiddiinngg  bbaassiicc  ssaaffeettyy  
nneettss……ddeeffeennddiinngg  ppoolliittiiccaall  rriigghhttss  aanndd  iissssuueess  ooff  eeqquuaalliittyy  aanndd  jjuussttiiccee……aanndd  
ppllaayyiinngg  aann  aaccttiivvee  rroollee  iinn  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt..””    
––  DDrr..  LLoouurrddeess  GGoouuvveeiiaa,,  UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff NNeebbrraasskkaa
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• Analysts and activists in Latin America link integration and economic liberalization 

efforts over the past two decades to persisting poverty and inequality.  The 
inability of all levels of government to compensate and/or respond to the needs of 
those most negatively impacted by these processes contributes significantly to 
migration. 
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““GGiivveenn  tthhee  aaccttuuaall  eeffffeeccttss  ooff  tthheessee  eeccoonnoommiicc  ppoolliicciieess  tthhaatt  ccoonnttiinnuuee  ttoo  bbee  
eemmpphhaassiizzeedd  aanndd  iimmpplleemmeenntteedd  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  LLaattiinn  AAmmeerriiccaa,,  iimmmmiiggrraattiioonn  iiss  oonnllyy  
lliikkeellyy  ttoo  ccoonnttiinnuuee,,  aanndd  ppeerrhhaappss  iinn  iinnccrreeaassiinngg  nnuummbbeerrss  iinn  tthhee  yyeeaarrss  ttoo  ccoommee..””  
  ––  OOssccaarr  CChhaaccóónn,,  EEnnllaacceess AAmméérriiccaa 
ronically, economic integration proposals are often framed as mechanisms that 
an deter migration.  For example, during the debate leading up to the ratification 
f the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) in 1994, political advocates 
n both the United States and Mexico stated that NAFTA would help stem or slow 
igration.  The continuing influx of migrants shows the limits of this argument. 

he events of 9/11 have further complicated efforts to balance legitimate security 
oncerns with migration flows.  Yet, conservative advocates continue to push for 
estrictive policies that do not address the root causes of migration. 

TThhee  mmoorree  rraaddiiccaall  vvooiicceess  iinn  tthhee  aannttii--iimmmmiiggrraanntt  wwoorrlldd  iinn  tthhee  UUSS  hhaavvee  nnoott  
uucccceeeeddeedd  aatt  ccoommpplleetteellyy  cclloossiinngg  ddoowwnn  tthhee  bboorrddeerr  aanndd  ttrraavveell,,  bbuutt  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  
rreeaatteedd  aann  aattmmoosspphheerree  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  ppoossssiibbiilliittyy  ooff  rreeaall  rreeffoorrmm  iiss  ggooiinngg  ttoo  bbee  
aarrddeerr  ttoo  aacchhiieevvee  bbeeccaauussee  ooff  tthhee  wwaayy  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthheeiirr  iiddeeaass  aarree  sseeeeppiinngg  iinnttoo  tthhee  
SS  ppuubblliicc  mmiinn,,  ii..ee..    ccoosstt  ooff  iimmmmiiggrraannttss,,  tthhee  lloossss  ooff  jjoobbss,,  eettcc……””    
  MMaarriiaa  EEcchhaavveessttee,,  NNuueevvaa  VViissttaa  GGrroouupp  

mpacts 

igrants residing in the United States face multiple policy barriers in most aspects 
f their social, economic and political lives.  For example, migrants lacking 
dequate access to quality healthcare must sometimes resort to using hospital 
mergency Rooms as their main access points to medical attention—at which 
oint illnesses and injuries have been allowed to worsen considerably. 

oung migrants face challenges in furthering their education.  For example, in 
any states across the US, undocumented students  are not afforded in-state 

uition at local public colleges.  This carries negative implications not just for the 
outh unable to access higher education but also for their families’ future 
conomic prospects. 

he post 9/11 climate has especially complicated community-level efforts to 
ddress the needs and safety of growing migrant populations. For example, 
ollowing the arrival of over 200 Haitians on October 29, 2003 in Miami, FL, the 
ustice Department denied Haitian asylum-seekers their release from detention 
enters on the basis of “national security.” 
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““……oonnee  ooff  tthhee  MMiiddddllee  EEaasstteerrnn  aassyylluumm  sseeeekkeerrss  aasskkeedd  aann  iimmmmiiggrraattiioonn  ooffffiicciiaall  
wwhhyy  hhee  wwaass  bbeeiinngg  ttaakkeenn  iinnttoo  ccuussttooddyy  wwhheenn  hhee  rreeppoorrtteedd  ttoo  tthhee  IImmmmiiggrraattiioonn  
aanndd  NNaattuurraalliizzaattiioonn  SSeerrvviicceess  [[ooffffiiccee]]  aanndd  tthhee  ooffffiicciiaall  rreessppoonnddeedd  ssoommeetthhiinngg  
lliikkee,,  ““YYoouu  ppeeooppllee  ccoommee  aanndd  bboommbb  oouurr  ccoouunnttrryy..  WWhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  tthhiinnkk  wwee’’rree  
ggooiinngg  ttoo  ddoo??””    
--  CChheerryyll  LLiittttllee,,  FFlloorriiddaa  IImmmmiiggrraanntt  AAddvvooccaaccyy  CCeenntteerr      

Local Reactions & Processes 
 

• Despite the many hurdles faced by migrants, new and diverse actors within these 
populations are seeking to enact positive social change at the local, national, and 
international levels.  These migrant-led organizations bring a transnational 
perspective to policy debates 

 
• Transnational community organizations can play important roles in advancing a 

more progressive migration policy given their ability to organize and act across 
borders at the grassroots level.  Transnationalization allows them to impact and 
engage more people and potential partner institutions within the context of loose 
networks. 

 
• Local advocacy organizations, such as the Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center 

(FIAC) in South Florida, are developing new national partnerships to bridge the 
policy and practice divide in the areas of migrants’ rights and government 
accountability.  

 
• At the same time, immigrant-led community-based groups are looking for ways to 

participate in national policy debates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

““II  tthhiinnkk  tthhaatt  tthhee  ffoorrcceess  ppooiinntt  iinn  tthhee  ddiirreeccttiioonn  ooff  bbeetttteerr  mmiiggrraattiioonn  ppoolliicceess  tthhaatt  
aarree  lliinnkkeedd  ttoo  hhuummaann  rriigghhttss,,  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ppoolliicciieess  aanndd  aa  mmoorree  hhuummaann  
aapppprrooaacchh  ttoo  ttrraaddee  iinn  1155--2255  yyeeaarrss..””    
––  FFrraannkk  SShhaarrrryy,,  TThhee  NNaattiioonnaall  IImmmmiiggrraattiioonn  FFoorruumm  

““TThhee  pprraaggmmaattiicc  iissssuueess  aanndd  tthhee  4400  mmiilllliioonn  LLaattiinnooss  lliivviinngg  iinn  tthhee  UUSS..  aarree  tthhee  
tthhiinnggss  tthhaatt  wwiillll  pprroommoottee  aa  mmoorree  rraattiioonnaall  iimmmmiiggrraattiioonn  ppoolliiccyy..    II  ddoonn’’tt  tthhiinnkk  
iitt’’ss  ggooiinngg  ttoo  bbee  aann  aappppeeaall  ttoo  ssoommee  kkiinndd  ooff  aa  ppoolliiccyy  rraattiioonnaalliittyy,,  bbuutt  rreeaallllyy  
pprraaccttiiccaall  iissssuueess  wwiitthh  ggrroouuppss  lliikkee  bbuussiinneessssppeeooppllee,,  llaabboorr  aanndd  ssoo  oonn  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  
rreeaall  cclloouutt  iinn  CCoonnggrreessss  aanndd  tthhee  EExxeeccuuttiivvee  bbrraanncchh  ooff  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt..””  
--  DDrr..  MMaaxx  CCaassttrroo,,  NNoorrtthh--SSoouutthh  CCeenntteerr,,  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  MMiiaammii  

• Migration is shaping major public and institutional debates in surprising ways 
that signal both the opportunity and need for new thought and action.  For 
example, in 2000, the AFL-CIO announced its support for legalizing 
undocumented migrants - an unprecedented position given its historical view 
of migrants as unfair competition for domestic workers.   
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• Organizations made up of migrants living in the United States who share a 
common point of origin at the national, city or even neighborhood level have 
emerged as social change advocates. These organizations, known as “hometown 
associations,” are working on multiple fronts. 

 
• In Illinois, for example, the Federation of Michoacanos—a hometown association 

comprised of immigrants from the State of Michoacán, Mexico—offers advice to its 
members on how to navigate the various situations recent immigrants to the US 
often encounter. As a result, the Federation has become involved in advocacy 
work surrounding the issuing of state identification to undocumented immigrants 
in the state of Illinois. At the same time, the Federation supports its members’ 
efforts to support local development projects and to attract Mexican government 
support for economic development in their communities of origin. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

““OOnnee  ooff  tthhee  mmaaiinn  rreeaassoonnss  wwhhyy  ppeeooppllee  ggeett  iinnvvoollvveedd  iinn  hhoommeettoowwnn  aassssoocciiaattiioonnss  
ttoo  bbeeggiinn  wwiitthh  iiss  bbeeccaauussee  wwee  nneeeedd  ttoo  ddoo  ssoommeetthhiinngg  tthhaatt  wwiillll  hheellpp  uuss  wwiitthh  oouurr  
sseellff--eesstteeeemm..    UUssuuaallllyy  tthhee  mmaajjoorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthheessee  hhoommeettoowwnn  
aassssoocciiaattiioonnss  aarree  ffiirrsstt  ggeenneerraattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  UUSS..    MMaannyy  ooff  uuss  ddoo  nnoott  ssppeeaakk  tthhee  
llaanngguuaaggee;;  ddoo  nnoott  tthhee  hhaavvee  tthhee  eedduuccaattiioonnaall  bbaacckkggrroouunndd  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  bbee  mmoorree  
eeffffeeccttiivvee  iinn  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  tthhee  ssyysstteemmss......””    
––  GGoonnzzaalloo  AArrrrooyyoo,,  FFaammiillyy  FFooccuuss  

• Hometown associations are increasingly active in promoting the right to vote in 
their country of origin.  This demonstrates their interest and capacity in impacting 
the development of policy across borders. 
 

• Hometown associations and other 
innovative migrant-led community-based 
organizations have the potential to make 
a difference in  promoting integrated 
policies, but will not  meet ever-increasing 
expectations  without a commensurate 
investment in  building their institutional 
capacity. 
 

• Organizations working on migration issues 
are increasingly seeking to connect with 
other actors in making the global-local 
link between migration and economic 
integration. 

 
 
Possibilities, Alternatives and Recommendatio
 

• Multifaceted Approaches - Migration and e
interconnections.  Analyzing them as separa
the current global socioeconomic reality. 

 

““II  aaggrreeee  tthhaatt  hhoommeettoowwnn  aassssoocciiaattiioonnss  
aanndd  ootthheerr  ttrraannssnnaattiioonnaall  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonnss  
ccoouulldd  hhaavvee  tthhee  ppootteennttiiaall  ttoo  bbee  
eennoorrmmoouussllyy  iimmppoorrttaanntt  aaccttoorrss  iinn  
pprroommoottiinngg  tthhee  kkiinndd  ooff  iinntteeggrraatteedd  
aaggeennddaa  tthhaatt  bbrreeaakkss  oouutt  ooff  tthhee  ssiilloo  
mmeennttaalliittyy……ssppeecciiffiiccaallllyy  bbeeccaauussee  tthheeyy  
hhaavvee  aa  ccoommpplleexx  aanndd  bbiinnaattiioonnaall  aaggeennddaa  
tthhaatt  rreessiissttss  bbeeiinngg  ddeessccrriibbeedd  aass  
ddoommeessttiicc  oorr  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall..    IItt’’ss  nnoott  aann  
‘‘eeiitthheerr  oorr  aaggeennddaa..’’””  
 –– AAmmyy SShhaannnnoonn,,  EEnnllaacceess  AAmméérriiccaa 
ns 

conomic integration have deep 
te issues is no longer viable in light of 
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• Accountability- Increasing the focus and emphasis on holding governments and 

elected officials accountable for better migration policy and better economic 
development policy is a principal starting point for true reform. 

 
• Public Reassertion of Effective Government Roles– The role of government 

must be reconstituted in tandem with increased public participation and the 
inclusion of the voices and perspectives of local communities into the debate on 
migration and development. 

 
• Public Education & Engagement - Holding open and frank conversations in 

public settings with diverse participants will help to educate and engage the 
broader society on these important issues.  Immigrant populations in the US must 
continue to become increasingly involved in and engaged with their local political 
systems.   

 
• Public/Private Sector Involvement - Mobilization requires reaching out to both 

the public sector (i.e., county commissioners, city councils, and mayors) and the 
private sector (i.e., business leaders, chambers of commerce, and local economic 
development agencies).  Banks, for example, have already recognized the 
enormous market potential residing in the immigrant population and could be 
cultivated as policy allies. 

 
• Transnational/Trans-sectoral Alliances - At the community organizing level, 

alliance building across borders and sectors will continue to be a powerful tool for 
organizations seeking to impact the development of policy.  For example, one area 
where trans-sectoral work is needed is between the migration advocates and the 
environmentalists.  Silo thinking by either side often creates barriers to 
collaboration.  Other potential points of intersection include consumerism, health, 
occupational safety, and investment policies. 

 
• Transnational Perspectives - In an increasingly globalized world, the way 

people think about domestic issues and their relationship to international 
processes is very important.  New approaches to migration issues must be 
constructed through the lens of transnationalism.  Part of this lens entails 
recognizing that the “community” of concern to immigrants is both the place they 
live in now, and the place they came from. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• N
a
p
f

““……tthhoossee  ooff  uuss  wwhhoo  wwoorrkk  oonn  tthhee  llooccaall  lleevveell  kknnooww  hhooww  iimmppoorrttaanntt  iitt  iiss  ffoorr  
nnaattiioonnaall  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonnss  ttoo  ccoollllaabboorraattee  iinn  ccaalllliinngg  aatttteennttiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  
ddiissccrriimmiinnaattoorryy  ppoolliicciieess  tthhaatt  tthhaatt  aarree  aaddvveerrsseellyy  aaffffeeccttiinngg  ppooppuullaattiioonnss  iinn  oouurr 
aarreeaass..””      
--CChheerryyll  LLiittttllee,,  FFlloorriiddaa  IImmmmiiggrraanntt AAddvvooccaaccyy CCeenntteerr
ew Paradigms for Economic Development and Integration –New 
pproaches to regional integration and economic development should prioritize 
overty alleviation, environmental sustainability and dignified job opportunities, all 
actors that would alleviate some of the root causes of migration. 
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““WWhhaatt’’ss  hhaappppeenniinngg  sslloowwllyy  bbuutt  ssuurreellyy  
iiss  tthhaatt  wwee’’rree  ggooiinngg  ffrroomm  aa  bbuunncchh  ooff  
ddiissppaarraattee  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonnss  wwoorrkkiinngg  oonn  aa  
vvaarriieettyy  ooff  iissssuueess,,  ffeeeelliinngg  bbeessiieeggeedd,,  ttoo  
tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  wwhhaatt  ssuurree  ffeeeellss  lliikkee  
wwee’’rree  ggooiinngg  ttoo  ggrrooww  iinnttoo  aa  
mmoovveemmeenntt..””    
--FFrraannkk  SShhaarrrryy,,    
TThhee  NNaattiioonnaall  IImmmmiiggrraattiioonn  FFoorruumm  

• Movement Building – Alliance 
  building also means supporting 

the establishment of  
movements around the issues of 
migration and other justice/human 
rights agendas.  These movements 
can work to generate resources and 
extend the reach of all organizations 
in framing the issues for the general 
public. Greater civic participation 
must part of the development of 
progressive immigration policies. 
 

• Hemispheric Political Alliances - Much of the new leadership emerging in the 
Western Hemisphere is generating counterpoints to the dominant economic 
theories that are fueling international migration.   This presents US communities a 
timely opportunity to continue making transnational connections with actors 
working for positive change.   
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““AAss  wwee  hhaavvee  iinn  tthhiiss  hheemmiisspphheerree  lleeaaddeerrss  ccoommiinngg  iinnttoo  ppoowweerr,,  ssuucchh  aass  tthhoossee  iinn  
BBrraazziill,,  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  aa  mmoorree  aasssseerrttiivvee  bbaarrggaaiinniinngg  ppoossiittiioonn  vviiss  áá  vviiss  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  
SSttaatteess,,  iitt  wwoouulldd  bbee  aa  ppoossiittiivvee  tthhiinngg  iiff  ccoommmmuunniittiieess  iinn  tthhee  UUSS  wwoouulldd  wwoorrkk  wwiitthh 
nneeww  lleeaaddeerrss  iinn  LLaattiinn  AAmmeerriiccaa  ttoo  eennccoouurraaggee  tthheemm  ttoo  mmaakkee  mmiiggrraattiioonn,,  tthhee  
ddeecceenntt  ttrreeaattmmeenntt  ooff  iimmmmiiggrraannttss,,  aanndd  tthhee  iinnccoorrppoorraattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  mmiiggrraattiioonn  iissssuuee 
iinnttoo  tthhee  hheemmiisspphheerriicc  iinntteeggrraattiioonn  aaggeennddaa  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthheeiirr  nneeggoottiiaattiioonnss  wwiitthh  tthhee  
UUSS..””  
  ––  DDrr..  MMaaxx  CCaassttrroo,,  NNoorrtthh--SSoouutthh CCeenntteerr,, UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff MMiiaammii  

eople of Color Leadership and Empowerment - The leadership of 
ovements must reflect the diversity of the populations affected by the current 
olicies.  Too often debates concerning migration tend to disempower migrants by 
ot recognizing their potential as actors for change in their own communities.  The 
oices from communities where the impacts of these issues are most acutely felt 
ust be at the forefront of the public and policy debate.  
““AAtt  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy  lleevveell  wwee  nneeeedd  ttoo  ssttrreennggtthheenn  llooccaall  nneettwwoorrkkiinngg,,  
eemmpphhaassiizziinngg  tthhee  bbuuiillddiinngg  ooff  ttrruusstt  iinn  rreellaattiioonnsshhiippss  aass  wweellll  aass  tthhee  aaccqquuiissiittiioonn  ooff
tthhee  nneecceessssaarryy  kknnoowwlleeddggee  aanndd  sskkiillllss  nneecceessssaarryy  ffoorr  ccoommmmuunniittiieess  ttoo  rreessppoonndd  ttoo  
tthheeiirr  rreessppeeccttiivvee  nneeeedd  aass  wweellll  aass  ttoo  bbuuiilldd  aalllliiaanncceess..””  
  ––  OOssccaarr  CChhaaccóónn,,  EEnnllaacceess AAmméérriiccaa 
edia Framing - Shifting public opinion requires changing how the media 
ortrays these issues.  A rethinking needs to take place as to how migration 
ssues are being framed for broad dissemination through the media. 

  

““AAtt  tthhee  llooccaall  lleevveell,,  tthhee  cchhaalllleennggee  aanndd  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  iiss  ttoo  ppoossiittiivveellyy  aanndd  
pprroodduuccttiivveellyy  ppoolliittiicciizzee  aanndd  lliinnkk  iissssuueess  iinn  aa  wwaayyss  tthhaatt  iinnccrreeaassee  tthhee  ppoolliittiiccaall
ssppaaccee  ffoorr  mmuullttiippllee  iissssuueess  ssiimmuullttaanneeoouussllyy..””  
--  TTaannyyaa  DDaawwkkiinnss,,  IInntteerr--AAmmeerriiccaann FFoorruumm 
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““WWee  hhaavvee  ttoo  ffiinndd  aa  wwaayy  ttoo  ttrryy  ttoo  iinnccoorrppoorraattee  tthhoossee  ssoocciiaall  aanndd  eeccoonnoommiicc  
rreeaalliittiieess  ssoo  tthhaatt  tthheeyy’’rree  ccoonnssiisstteenntt  wwiitthh  oouurr  vvaalluueess  ooff  hhuummaann  rriigghhttss  aanndd  aallssoo  
wwiitthh  mmaaxxiimmiizziinngg  oouurr  eeccoonnoommiicc  ggaaiinn  ddoommeessttiiccaallllyy  aass  wweellll  aass  ffoorr  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  
iinn  tthhoossee  ccoouunnttrriieess  wwhhoo  aarree  ttrryyiinngg  ttoo  ssuurrvviivvee..””  
  ––  DDrr..  MMaaxx  CCaassttrroo,,  NNoorrtthh--SSoouutthh CCeenntteerr,, UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff MMiiaammii  
Political Engagement – Immigrant populations in the US are often interpreted 
as powerful political and electoral blocs.  Yet, these communities are not 
homogeneous in their preferences and priorities.  Approaches to fostering political 
engagement must acknowledge differences and seek areas of common ground.  
Issues that may resonate broadly include: stewardship, justice, economic 
opportunity, and opportunity for future generations. 

olicy Questions 

e international/Hemispheric level:  

How do we align economic integration efforts with social value systems, both of 
industrialized and developing nations? 

How can the issue of migration be addressed within the context of increasing 
economic integration in the Western Hemisphere? 

What are the reasons why the liberalization of migration flows have historically 
been omitted from international trade agreements? 

Should there be bilateral/multilateral migration agreements that are constructed 
outside of the economic integration framework? 

What role can the United Nations play in the international political arena on the 
issue of migration? 

How can we best educate the U.S. population as to the importance of the historic 
ties that exist between the U.S. and other regions of the Americas? 

How can leaders from Latin American, Caribbean and the United States reshape 
their debate to prioritize the rights of migrants? 

How do we address the growing extension of rights to capital and private interests 
while the rights of human beings are increasingly being limited? 

e national level:  

What kinds of protections can be developed for US workers while at the same time 
providing undocumented workers with the legal means to ensure that labor and 
human rights are respected? 
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• What opportunities do recent Republican and Democratic party proposals for 

immigration reform present for a broadening of the discussions around migration? 
 

• How can it be ensured that approaches to reforming current immigration 
legislation are carried out in a manner that reflects the accurate needs, priorities 
and capacities of immigrants? 

 
At the local level: 
 

• What investments will be necessary to enable immigrants to participate more fully 
in civic and political life in their adopted communities?  (training, organizational 
support, etc) 

 
• There are currently several pieces of migration-related legislation being debated in 

the US Congress: 
 

o The Development, Relief and Education Relief for Alien Minors 
(DREAM) Act is a bi-partisan Act that would eliminate current federal 
legislation that discourages states from providing in-state tuition at public 
colleges for migrant youth.  The DREAM Act would also allow some long-
term resident immigrants to obtain legal residency after graduating from a 
US high school. 

 
o The Agjobs legislation would allow nearly half a million migrant farm 

workers to earn permanent legal status in the US.  This proposed 
legislation would allow a historically exploited portion of the migrant 
population to obtain and exercise their labor rights. 

 
o The Clear Law Enforcement for Criminal Alien Removal (CLEAR) Act 

would allow local and state level police forces to become quasi-immigration 
agents by extending them the right to enforce national level immigration 
laws.  This proposed legislation is rooted in the “interdiction” approach to 
migration.   

 
How can communities become better informed about these pieces of legislation 
and their potential impacts?   How can their voices influence the policy debate and 
process? What steps can be taken in diverse communities to work on these pieces 
of legislation? 
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About the Co-Hosts/Facilitators 

 
About the Inter-American Forum (IAF) 
The Inter-American Forum is a leadership and public policy project dedicated to 
promoting a dynamic pro-community, pro-equity economic and trade policy agenda at 
the international, hemispheric and community level.   The Forum seeks to transform the 
increasingly polarized public and policy discourse about globalization, regional economic 
integration, communities and social equity by creating a unique space for developing, 
highlighting and promoting new visions of trade and economic policy that places social 
equity, public interest and community at the center of the policy agenda. The Inter-
American Forum is a hosted by the Collins Center for Public Policy.  
 
 
About Enlaces América 
Enlaces América promotes sustainable, dignified futures for communities in the Americas 
by strengthening transnational communication and collaboration throughout the region. 
A central element of this work entails enabling immigrant leaders to become effective 
policy advocates around issues that effect transnational communities such as trade, 
economic development, and migration. Enlaces América is a project of the Heartland 
Alliance for Human Needs and Human Rights, based in Chicago. 
 
 
 


